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Our Stories

Fittingly, the raison d'étre for the settlement of the town is cen-
trally located beneath Main Street. Horse Cave was apparently a
landmark to Native Americans and to the longhunters of the late
1700’s. The source of the name is lost in the mists of time.

Did some Native American use the cave as a hiding place for
horses when his clan arrived to hunt in The Barrens? Did the
horse of some pioneer stumble on the high cliff to the north of
the cave and plunge down the sheer precipice? Or, did the
gaping opening to the netherworld itself give the adjective
“horse” its 19th century meaning as some longhunter
instructed his comrades to meet him at “the horse cave.”

Whatever the source, the cave gave a distinctive name to

the settlement, one that has served its residents well at home
and abroad. A tobacco broker in Europe, a college student in

Texas, and others stand out among their friends because their
hometown is Horse Cave, Kentucky.

Maybe because it is a town built over a cave, a town with
mystery at its core. What is down there ... around the next
bend ... How far does it go?

Practical considerations like access to water were certainly
adraw for early settlers, but there is another quality, one that
draws dreamers and storytellers. Just like the cave beneath
the streets, layers of stories are under every building.
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Our Trails

Where does the cave go under the town? The pathway of
the cave beneath your feet is traced in the sidewalks with
aggregate and in the streets with a faint brown stain.

Enjoy our award-winning Above Ground and Below Ground
Cell Phone Trails that tell the stories of the cave, the buildings
and most especially the people that lived and worked here.
Visit the related website www.horsecavestories.com for more
oral histories, stories and historic photos or simply scan the
quick response codes on the interpretive signs that mark the
trails to go directly to the website.

Expand your experience with our Historic Building Trail that

focuses on ten of the more than 50 buildings in Horse Cave’s
National Register Historic District.

Our Awards

Our trails have received the Kentucky League of Cities Enter-
prise Cities Award, the Kentucky Historical Society's Education
Award, and the Kentucky Department of Travel and Tourism’s
“There's Only One" designation.

Our Websites

Cell Tour - www.horsecavestories.com

Tourism - www.kygetaway.com

Hidden River Cave - www.hiddenrivercave.com
City of Horse Cave - www.horsecaveky.com
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Horse Cave is not your typical small town. Designated as a Kentucky
Cultural District, it is home to a world-class professional theatre, a
national cave museum, and a beautiful intact historic downtown all
within a few blocks. Even our sidewalks are unique and enhanced
with cave critters! The walking cell phone trail explores how a town
developed on top of a cave and introduces you to the remarkable citizen
effort that created the Kentucky Repertory Theatre and provides a glimpse
back to the days when the region was dominated by the Cave Wars.

HORSE CAVE STORIES
Cellphone Walking Trail | HORSE GAVE STORIES: As you walk along the trail, use your cell phone
to call 270.854.3054 to hear residents’ short narrative, or scan the
QR code on the marker to take you directly to the Horse Cave Stories
website where you can see historic photos and access longer oral
histories about the stop. The phone narrative and website (www.horsecavestories.com)
can also be accessed from anywhere in the world.
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Telephone Exchange
Building

1905

107 EastMain Street

Poynter
Building
1911
103 East Main Street

H.B. Thomas

Opera House
1911
7109 East Main Street
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TELEPHONE EXCHANGE BUILDING, 1905
101 East Main Street

This one-and-a-half story brick bungalow housed
the first telephone exchange in Horse Cave. The

y
ofKemuokyRepenozTheaﬂe.S‘ edona
inent comer of the downtown historic district,
has retained all of its character-defining features,
including mmed standing-seam roof and

POYNTER BUILDING, 1911
103 East Main Street

From 1911 until the late 1980's, s| were.
with co rhasyandasrmlemasenesof
i ments located in the

building. It is two separate buildings tied

by a single comnice with a conﬂnuous stone band
spanning the second floor below the windowsill
and a steel beam connecting the storefronts.

mseﬁmedsm were left intact when
the buil |ngwasrem;v.?£dm199310rliorse0m
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Dr. Thomas
House
1860, 1887, 1908
111 EastMain Street
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H.B.THOMAS OPERA HOUSE, 1911

109 East Main Street
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on this site when he came ht the

nean':hyecave and home. That bulldmﬂ |n 1910
ad]aoent Poynter building. His son, Dr. Hany

a dentist, rebuil

1911 Dra‘ls'ﬁorm dmlalohansatmm

bnd(bay,alsoafsaunafhlsfamer's lldmg,

s0 the doctors could see everythii thatwentonm
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DR. THOMAS HOUSE, 1860, 1887, 1908
111 East Main Street

. G.A. had constructed thy
msﬁemedhnshhgleroofabovemepomh

Patterson
Building
1931
119-123 East Main Street

and the corner tower with its decorative wood shingle

siding. The interior front n of the house is attri

uted to him. Dr. Hary B.
with the

building. He remodeled the house to its current

in 1908. This building is owned by the
utyofHorseCaveandusedforoommmyfum’aom
PATTERSON BUILDING, 1931
119-123 East Main Street
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ran, Hm‘xlﬂ)oms larence Owens down

the middle of aterSheetmﬁorﬂofmelweryshb!e.
where the post office now stands. Thomas gave Owens
suehaueaﬁngﬂmluhadtobehospﬁahzed.

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK

& AUSTIN BUILDING, 1910

129-131 East Main Street

Thmtwobuil houseﬂveAmulcanCaveald

New York on the same
1%0wmmefallmofmeBmk01Kefmlcky Um
ﬂlebullth%;vasoow

orsec ﬂmmTﬂthumbuldngserxgam
halhtfwbasemmtThepoolmom

stexs divide the Austin building from
ﬂnWestsm uto building. It was forbidden territory
for the young children and girls of any age of the town.
MIDWAY CAFE, Early 1930s

124 East Main Street

TheM;dwayCafébutldmwaserectedhﬂMQ@Ob
as a café in this two-story brick commercial building.

The window area to the left of the door that looks

like a walk-up window is Jnﬂ that. It was a pick-up

wmdow for beer during when city merchants
sell liquor. Roomswem rented upstairs.

HORSE CAVE STATE BANK BUILDING,

Early 1920s

118 East Main Street

Fa:mersDeposttBankclosedm1926and ed
menextdayasHovseCaveS‘late open

housmg upstalrs

PIERCE BUILDING 1906, 1911

101 Water Street

The Harce Bu1d|n%has been knwm dunng the Bams;s

WE TOOPS AND COMPANY BUILDING,
1911 (L.S. Cherry Addition, 1947)
123 Wamrstasl‘

| Company is one
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Early 1930s

124 East Main Street

Pierce
Building
1906, 1911

707 Water.Street
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Horse Cave
State Bank Building
Early 1920s
118 East Main Street




